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Thank you for your interest in Do Music productions for your upcoming project. I am 
excited at the prospect of making this dream of yours a reality. This document is 
the first stage in helping us find your direction and making music that will be 
outstanding works of art that will move you into the next phase as you become a 
truly successful recording artist. 
If you have any questions regarding this document please email and let me know 
what those are. Don’t feel under pressure to answer everything, I am just trying to 
get an idea of where you are at and create a framework to build our conversation 
on and put some key elements on your radar so we leave as little room for surprises 
as possible. 
The language in this document is designed to cover all the basics so some of the 
statements may be well known to you but due to working with people that have 
never done a record before I have put all details in. 
 
Strong Foundations 
 
I believe that strong songs are the foundation of a truly good record and so I am 
dedicated to helping you organize your material and if necessary set up co-writes 
with dedicated writers to insure that this is the case. Tracking a really good rhythm 
section is next in making the skeleton of the songs firm so I use only the best 
Nashville players and studio’s and gear to make sure that you have world class 
arrangements and parts both sonically and stylistically to build the genre and fulfill 
the purpose that you have for this recording. Mixing and Mastering are probably the 
most key difference between average and great records so we dedicate a lot of 
budget to mix engineers that are sub-contracted to do the job right and give the 
product a final competitive edge. Communication is key to a successful project so I 
would always like for you to feel like you can speak freely so we get the best 
product that makes us all happy at the end of the day. 
 
 

 
 
 



Here are some questions designed to get us thinking about next steps. 
 
Style and Genre 
In order to help create your dream record we need to work out what the purpose 
for the record is and help you define the boundaries of the genre and style of what 
you are shooting for. In order to do this I need references to make it happen. 
Please list at least 3 artists that you feel you would like this record to sound/ feel 
like. (This is not your favorite bands but rather what you think your musical 
influences truly are. Ask some folks that have heard you play to help if need be) 
 
1. 
 
If you think that you would like some of these songs to be potential radio singles 
then let us know what songs that are on the radio or have been on the radio are in 
the ballpark of what you want to do. This is not meant to limit or pigeonhole you but 
rather to get a clear boundary so we can then be creative but still get the record 
you want. (Not all music is geared to radio so don’t feel pressure here) 
 
2. 
 
Songs 
All good projects start with great songs. We want to make sure that your songs are 
up to the task of creating a really great record. Do you feel like you have a good 
batch of songs that are ready to record? 3.___ If you desire to track cover songs do 
you know of any existing songs that you want to record?  4.___ Are you wanting to 
write your own songs for this project or have me help you find existing songs?  
5.___ If you have existing songs list the titles here if possible. 
 
6. 
 
I want to make the record a cohesive work that will sound interesting the whole way 
through so we need all the songs to look at so we can create a good balance 
between high energy up tempo, mid tempo and slower songs. We also want to 
vary the arrangements to make them fit together but not sound the same. It will 
help us to know which songs are potential singles so we can start off with that in 
mind. We also need to make sure we record the songs in the perfect key for your 
voice because it is impossible to change the key once we have tracked all the 
instruments. (ignore this if we are doing a single) 
 
7. 
Are you happy to just sing on your project or is it your expectation to play 
instruments on the recording? If so what instrument do you play at a level that we 
could track really well?________ 



 
 
The Recording Process 
(This could differ from project to project based on genre) 
From all the years in the industry that we have collectively, we have a number of 
options for tracking drums and will choose the right room based on the sound we 
are going for. (Some music may have a lot more programming than live drums.) 
Firstly we will book the room. We will create guide tracks with tempo’s form and 
key’s worked out and go in to the studio to track drums from these guides. After 
this the engineer will edit the drums and comp the best take so we have the 
framework for the song. (At times we track the whole band together depending on 
the genre and purpose of the record.)  
 
Once the drums are down the framework will be complete. I can still do minor 
changes like shift a verse around or add bars but once we have chosen the Tempo 
(speed of the song) we will have committed to it. It will be too late to change this 
without going back in and re-recording the drums again incurring further costs for 
the room and engineer, etc. The pre production process is vital in working out the 
Keys. Tempo’s and forms of the songs. I usually work in my studio for a day 
creating guide tracks for the band to play to that have the right tempo’s form and 
keys for you to sing in. 
 
I will then lay down bass unless the song is more pop based, which will mean that 
the programming, piano’s etc. will be tracked next and I will do bass after that. 
Once the main tracking is down we will be ready for you to sing vocals. 
Typically we would like 3 – 4 days for you to record the vocals for a 10 song project 
and 2 days for a 5 song EP. I would like to discuss what time of day you feel is your 
best for singing and we will try to do the vocals at those times. I would like to 
encourage you to get your voice in shape before coming out here which means 
singing daily up until the week of and then giving your voice a break for at least two 
days before tracking.  
We can talk through all the pre production before this so you can be completely 
involved in that creative process.  
 
Work Flow 
Any number of things can cause a stop in our workflow and projects usually have 
the tendency to slow down and miss deadlines when working with creative 
processes. The things we can control are preparation in pre production before 
going into the studio, Making sure that deposit payment is on time so we can pay 
for engineer and room costs as well as at the end mixing and mastering costs.  
 
 
 
 



Extra costs 
Should you decide to re record something that you are not happy with after the 
tracking day like new drum tracks or additional piano’s/ electric guitars etc. there 
would be additional costs incurred.  
 
I would really like to know your deadline so we can take away any potential for 
anxiety due to a launch or a tour. I always try shoot for a week or two’s buffer 
before the actual deadline. We can talk through it and work back from there. 
 
To recap what services will be included in the quotation: 
1. Arrange, write and prepare all your songs so they are ready to record. 
2. Track all the music for the record (including programming and all production) 
3. Track, produce, comp and tune all your vocal tracks 
4. Do all backing vocals with either yourself or a studio singer 
5. Add all production bits to finalize all the songs. 
6. Get the songs mixed professionally and make tweaks until they are right.  
7. Get the record mastered so it is ready to go to pressing. 
8. You will receive the master DDP file, mixed and mastered. 
9. If you supply me with a zip drive (16 gig) I will give you the master sessions that 
are multi tracked so if you ever want to remix anything or create dance tracks etc. 
you will have the multi tracks. 
If you like you can buy the flash/ thumb drive and give it to me when you come to 
do vocals. 
What you still need to consider as far as costs go for yourself in getting the record 
to your fans. 

1. Artwork and photo shoot (you should start this at the same time as we start 
tracking because these things are usually the ones that can end up making 
you run late. 

2. Flight to Nashville to come and sing/ write if applicable. 
3. Hotel in Nashville. (I can fetch you for the recording days at the hotel or you 

could get a rental car, whatever suits you)  
4. Manufacturing the CDs and packaging of the project. Doing a launch that 

you will play at to first sell the record and start getting the word out. (Start 
thinking of an opportunity to do your launch as this is a great opportunity to 
play your new songs and sell the record so you can cover a lot of the costs 
that you incur.) If you would like some ideas here, I have some good tips for 
making a launch weekend a great success for you and your fans. 

5. Video and media presence is a big part of marketing. Especially for 
independent artists. We have a team of creative media people in my 
collective that can help you with video, EPK’s, Youtube performance video’s 
web presence etc. Let me know if you want to include this in our 
conversation. 
 

 



 
Budget 
It is usually more expensive that one would think to make a word class record. 
Most people do EP’s with me but I have also done full-length recordings (like 10 – 
12 songs). Mix alone costs $500 a song and is outsourced here in Nashville so I 
usually budget on $2000 a song if we have real strings and all live studio musicians 
tracking.  
Some costs can be cut down depending on the genre but my aim is never to 
compromise the end product. We can always talk about ways to use your 
resources wisely to create something that will work for you. With the help of 
Kickstarter or Indiegogo or other crowd funding options we usually manage to raise 
a good budget and I have experience in this regard so let me know if you want to 
talk this through. 
Let me know if you have any questions in this regard. Also, please let me know if 
there is anything that you don’t understand in this doc or if there are any questions 
that you have regarding any part of the process. 
 
If you want to send me an email with the numbers and the answers in it as opposed 
to printing this document out that will be fine. 
 
Once again, super excited to have the chance to help you make your music a 
reality. 
 

 
Daniel Ornellas 
 
 
 
 
 


